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ere Come

By David C. Mauldin

I have a confession: I'm not one of
those people who gets super excited
about the holidays. Charlie Brown
has his little tree, and I think that’s
overdoing it, just a little.

I could spray a veneer of
piety over my Bah-humbug attitude
and say that I resent the commercial
trappings. This is true. For me,
Christmas is about worship. We sing
hymns, hear the Christmas story,
and share the Lord’s Supper—what
more is there? That's Christmas! I
love that. The hustle and bustle
don’t do much for me.

That's true, but it’s not the real
reason. There are things about the
holidays I enjoy. I like seeing people.
I like giving presents. Receiving
them is nice too. And the football—
my only complaint is there’s not
enough of it. And yet, despite all of
this, the holidays ring a little hollow
for me.

I think they do for many
people. We have these expectations.
(This will be the best Christmas
EVER!) But they don't work out.
Thanksgiving and Christmas are
supposed to be magical times of
joy and family harmony. Then we
wonder why our family isn't more

NOVEMBER

like that perfect family in the Publix
commercial. We build the holidays
up so much in our imagination that
the real thing must let us down.

Some people embrace the
holidays with the enthusiasm of
a child. Others buzz around in a
non-stop whirl of activity and miss
the true meaning because of their
celebration. Still others get the
holiday blues. Me, I try to catch the
true meaning, but I am always a little
wary of the holidays. The real reason
I am this way is, I see the pain others
are suffering.

Over the years, several
people have said to me, “T wish I
could go to sleep the day before
Thanksgiving and not wake up until
January 2 They were grieving. Their
loss changed the holidays for them.
The holidays can be difficult for
those who are grieving, especially
those who are facing the holidays
for the first time since their loss.
There is a lot of that pain around
us, and I pick up on that. It flavors
the holidays for me. I am not here to
lament the holidays or the grieving
process, however. I want to help and

encourage. i
contd on pg. 2
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Ready or

Make worship
primary.

Whether you host a dozen parties
and entertain hundreds of guests or
you decide not to decorate or send
cards this year, make worship your
focus. During November I will be
preaching a series called “The Joy
of a Thankful Heart” In December
we will celebrate the Incarnation
and birth of the eternal Son of God.
If you are in a festive spirit, don't
miss the main idea. If you are blue,
nothing cures a hurting heart like
giving thanks and praise.

cont'd

Allow me to offer three suggestions for the holidays that benefit, not only those who grieve, but all of us.

0O 0 6

Set reasonable
expectations
for yourself.

If you are grieving, it is OK to say no
to things you don't feel like doing.
You don't have to cook that big
turkey dinner or send all those cards
or even watch football. If you enjoy
decorating, decorate. If you want to
go to the party, go. But give yourself
permission to take the holidays at
your own pace.

Set reasonable
expectations

for the holidays

We go through seasons in our lives,
and the holidays change. Christmas
with small children in the house is
different from Christmas with an
empty nest. Try not to measure this
year against other years. Instead,
receive it as a gift from God. I suspect
most of the emotional difficulty we
have with the holidays comes from
setting unreasonable expectations:
“I'm supposed to feel __ , but I
don’t” Let that kind of thinking go.
Embrace the true meaning of each
holiday and accept it as a gift God
has given you: “This year, whatever
my circumstances, I will give thanks
to God. This year, I will celebrate the
birth of his Son.”

If you are grieving, because of a death, divorce, or other loss, consider attending our Coping with the Holidays
Grief Workshop. Saturday, November 4, at 10:00am in Lower Langill. Valette Porter and I will talk about the
grieving process, the hope we have in Christ, and offer practical strategies for navigating the holiday season.

This year Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. We will have a combined worship service in the morning at 10:00am in
the sanctuary. We will have a contemporary service in the evening at 5:00pm and a traditional service at 8:00pm.
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ANGELS
OF THE
MONTH

by Janet Sallman

If you were to see one of our angels
around the church you would likely
see the other, too. These angels
acolyte together and each has read
scripture during the 11:00 service.
Both also play in the Kids
Ring bell choir. One of our angels
takes piano lessons from Joanne
Raulin, our organist, so musically

she is one step ahead. But as a tribute '
to his hard work, the other angel has tune (get it?) with each other what Youth Director, Jason Pridmore.

caught up to his sidekick remarkably ©ne angel leaves behind on her plate They have delightful personalities,

well in his ability to read and play the other always finishes off. The are full of energy and smart to

the music. angel who routinely finishes off the boot. Our angels for this month are
After bell rehearsal all the Pizza then leaves his buddy to join Annikaand Zachery Tucker.

kids have pizza. Our angels are so in the Youth Group hosted by our new
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8 so self-sufficient that we don’t need help-that is until

the troubles get big enough that we no longer know how

to deal effectively with the stress or are starting to have

physical illnesses of our own. So I encourage you, if you

could relate to any of the above bullets yourself or know

of another church member who fits one of the bullets,

please contact either the church office, Pastor Mauldin,

or myself (Deacon Moderator), so your name and need

can be communicated to the right deacon team who will
reach out to you.

We don’'t know just yet what all the services and
opportunities will look like—we anticipate we will be
on a “learning curve” for a little while, but the deacons
want to be both helpful and sensitive to those members
who would like support for their specific needs. We do
not, however, want to be intrusive. Think of this as a
“opportunity” to try something new, a way to possibly
gain new coping skills, or just a way to make a new
friend who will share in whatever circumstances are
currently troubling you.

You will be hearing more about what deacons
are doing in this newsletter in the months to come.
Carole Peterson, Deacon Moderator




The Shepherds continue to provide a wonderful
connection with our church family by sending out cards,
making some phone calls, and very importantly praying
for their Flock.

We want to welcome John and Linda Sanders
as our newest Shepherds! The Sanderses are going to
shepherd the Willoughby Flock. We look forward to
their sharing God’s love with their Flock. Thank you to
Patti Miller for her work as their past Shepherd.

We have gone through some changes in the
last few months with our Deacons. Pastor David, along
with four Deacons have set a different direction for
the Deacons. They will no longer be overlapping what
the Shepherds have been doing and they will not be
working from our Flock lists. Just briefly, the Deacons
are developing service teams that will minister to our
church family on an “as needed basis” The teams are:
hospital visitation, bereavement, caregivers (focus on
children), caregivers (focus on adults), hospitality, new
member assimilation, homebound care and family
concerns. Therefore, the Shepherds will continue their
ministry of sending birthday, anniversary, get well,
thinking of you cards; making occasional phone calls;
and praying for members in their Flock.

Thank you for the commitment you, as
Shepherds, have made to stay in contact with our church
family. The Shepherds provide a vital ministry in the

church life at PCPC and we are very thankful for your
work!

On October 16 our Shepherd for Sand Hill Cove,
Doris O’Connor, planned a dinner for the residents
to have a time to talk and share a meal with Pastor
David Mauldin and his wife, Rosalyn. Also included
in the evening were Sherrey and Jason Pridmore
(Youth Director), Jerry and Carole Peterson (Deacon
Moderator), Charlie and Susan Rosseau (Shepherd
Coordinator), and Jolynn Whitten (Executive Director
of Sandhill Cove). It was a grand evening of laughter,
sharing stories and eating delicious food. We had 45
members from PCPC who are residents attend the
dinner. Doris did an amazing job of planning and
organizing the evening. It was truly a wonderful time
for all!

If you do not know who your Shepherd is, please
let me know. We want to make sure everyone in the
congregation knows they have a Shepherd and who that
person is. You can call me at 772-286- 8347 or email me
at socmom425@att.net. It is a privilege for me to serve
and work with such wonderful Shepherds. I would be
remiss without thanking Mrs. Enid Tatje for her vision
almost 30 years ago for this program. What a blessing
for PCPCI!

Susan Rosseau, Deacon Moderator



Youth in the Keys

These words from Nehemiah are a call out to God’s
people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem destroyed by
King Nebuchadnezzar so that the city inhabitants might
once again feel the safety and comfort, protection and
strength the walls once provided, when they are restored.

There is a transformation of heart and mind
people undergo when they no longer live in the ruins
of life but rather live in the hope that newness and
restoration bring. In much the same way, we see Jesus
continually restoring the broken and rebuilding the
ruined, giving them a life-transforming hope that only a
relationship with Him can bring. Is this not the mission
of us all? To bring this hope, this encouragement......
Jesus to others? Love your neighbor?

X

This month our church and youth literally did just that.

Loaded up with hundreds of pounds of cleaning

“Rise up and Rebuild.”
-Nehemiah 2:18

belongings, lives strewn throughout their yards and
streets; and many still without electricity and unable to
enter their homes due to the amount of foliage, water
damage and mold.

For 2 days our crew went house to house
clearing debris, removing trees and telephone poles,
bagging brush, sweeping, raking, and sorting through
people’s ruined belongings. Many of the homes we went
to were elderly folks who could not do the yard clearing
themselves. Even though there is still a lot left to clean
up and recovery process, it was nice to bring a little hope
and encouragement to those right in the middle of this
disaster.

Though many of the items previously asked for

For 2 days our crew went house to
house clearing debris, removing

trees and telephone poles, bagging

brush, sweeping, raking, & sorting
thru people’s ruined belongings.

are no longer needed, for months and maybe years,
there will be a need for “people power” down in the
Keys, to continue with the restoration process. We will

supplies, yard tools, chainsaws and more (donated by be looking to send teams down in the future to continue
our church families), our team of 14 traveled to the participating in the relief efforts. If you are interested
hurricane ravaged Florida Keys, to offer any assistance in a future trip or would just like to go down on your
we could to the ongoing relief efforts there. What we own and lend a hand, please contact Jason Pridmore for
found was heartbreaking and troubling; a landscape more information. We want to continue to help those
reminiscent of a third world country, with mountains of affected by the recent hurricanes and share the hope
debris and garbage lining the roadways; people’s homes, and love that we have through Jesus.



*Youth Mission Team: Jenna Thorpe, Abby
McSoley, Sam Johnson, Sarah Katherine

England, Jade Pridmore, Marie Bartnick,

Cassidy Gutschmidt, Nathan Welmaker, Coral
Vanderwiele, Tom Wiegerink, April Pridmore, = =
Bobby Pridmore, Sherrey Pridmore, Jason %ﬁ %
Pridmore & Mr. Beau Jangles. oz

>

For more information regarding ongoing
and upcoming youth events and activities:
Find us on facebook. For text updates, text
@pcpcyo to 81010.

Instagram: @PCPCYouth

| thank all of you who donated items and money to our youths’ efforts in
the Keys. | also thank you for your prayers and support for our team as well
as the people we went to serve.

A time for pictures, stories and experiences shared by our youth will be
offered in the near future. Please look for those announcements and come
hear what God has been doing in and through our young missionaries.

In His service and yours,

Jason Pridmore f tb.me/PCPCYouth
Youth Ministry




FOOD BANK TRUC

Treasure Coast Food Bank is one of
the largest relief organizations on the
Treasure Coast providing millions of
meals throughout our local counties.

Volunteers are asked to pre-
bag food delivered by a semi-truck
from the Treasure Coast Food Bank.
The bags are then distributed to
clients’ carsas they drive-by. As much

K fiuck

The Mission Team at Palm City Presbyterian Church Volunteersare needed tohelp distribute food on Saturday
has been a long time sponsor of the Mobile Food Truck Nov 4. 2017 at Martin County Fairgrounds (2616 S.E.
in conjunction with the Treasure Coast Food Bank.The Dixie Hwy, Stuart, FL). We will begin at 8:00am and

TREASURE COAST

conclude around noon. Please come
dressed for the weather (sunscreen,
raincoat, closed-toe shoes etc.)

To volunteer to help, please register
at stophunger.org

Please help the Mission Committee
at Palm City Presbyterian Church!

as 40,000 - 50,000 pounds of food
can be distributed in one morning.

FOOD BANK

News from our global mlssmnary in Paklstan

An area of Gujranwada, Pakistan is were 30 Christian
churches got together in early October for their biggest
evangelical meeting. There were over 5,000 people who
attended the day-long conference. Patrick McMahon,
our own Nancy McMahon’s son, preached at the meeting.
Pastor Nasir Minhas (many of you will remember that we
skyped with him from his home in Pakistan early in the
spring, just before Sunday School) was joyous to report
that, “many of those who attended the meeting received
Jesus and accepted Him as their personal Savior”

Our missionaries in foreign countries truly have
the heart for our Lord and the talents to do what Our
Lord has asked of us: To be fishers of men. Our statue in
the courtyard is our constant reminder to do that work
for the Lord, too.




Trina Ortiz-Gonzalez is going on a
mission trip next month. | (David
Mauldin) asked her to share with
the church family about her trip,
her sense of calling, and her faith.

in‘.!te with a
issionary

DM: Trina, tell us about the trip. Where are you going?

What will you be doing?

TO: From Dec 2-9, I will be going to El Salvador on a

medical mission trip. This mission trip is organized

by Hand of Hope, through Joyce Meyer Ministries, a

faith-based ministry. Their medical ministry is highly

organized, and I will be working with a medical team, ( (

providing health care to the population in need. | have had this in my heart, |
DM: You work in the medical field, right?

TO:Tam a Nurse Practitioner in urgent care. I've done
that since 2009. Before that, I worked in family .
practice. I've also worked in public health and as a Nurse, Flight Nurse, later adNurse
flight nurse for the U.S. Air Force. Practitioner, with the desire to
DM: So God called you to a vocation helping people travel. ) )
medically, and now you feel a call to use your gifts

and expand your ministry on this trip?

TO: T have had this in my heart, I believe, since I was a

little girl—from wanting to become a Registered

Nurse, Flight Nurse, later a Nurse Practitioner, with the

desire to travel. I came to realize all this

believe, since | was a little girl-from
wanting to become a Registered




10

preparation for my career, from public health, to the
Air Force, to urgent care has led me to what

really has been brewing in my heart for a long time.
That is to participate in a Medical Mission.

Not just what’s in my heart but what God has placed in
my heart, His calling and His guidance.

DM: Is this your first mission trip?

TO: Yes, it will be my first mission trip, so needless to
say the excitement is there, with some jitters as

well.

DM: T trust the organizers will look after your safety.
What are you nervous about?

TO: It is my first mission trip. I am a little nervous and
excited of the unknown. Meeting and working

with medical team members for the first time makes
me a little nervous, but I tend to work well in

new environments, as I'm very flexible. It will also be
the first time I will be away from my children

for an entire week. I know they will be in good hands,
but I will miss them.

DM: How did you pick El Salvador?

TO: I wanted to stay close to Florida, in the Western
Hemisphere.

DM: You have three boys. Giovanni is age 12, and
Adriel and Julian are twins, age 9. What do they think
of your trip?

TO: When I first told them they were very excited.
They love to travel, and they wanted to come along.
They said they would love to go and help! I told them it
was only for adults at this time. They said

when they’re older they want to be involved in helping
and serving as well. I told them God has

placed gifts and abilities in all of us; these gifts should
be used to serve others. I definitely would

love for all of us to be involved, as a family, some day,
God willing.

DM: Tell us about your faith.

TO: 1 grew up in both Lutheran and Catholic faiths—
Catholic mostly, because I went to a Catholic

school and university. My grandmother was
Presbyterian, and I was familiar going to her church as
well. So as far as “religion” is concerned, I know it very
well. My faith and intimate relationship

with God however, is a whole other story. Experiences
in my life, and having to trust the Lord in

situations where I didn’t have any answers, is where I
started to dig deep. My passion grew to

know Him more and more.

DM: What brought you to PCPC?

TO: 1 was born in New York and raised in Los Angeles.
We moved here to Palm City in 2006. We were
searching for a church relatively close to home. I
decided to try PCPC. My children were already

taking piano here, and I already knew several
members. I have to say, since I have been here, I

have been welcomed with open arms. My children and
I have been blessed to be a part of the

PCPC family. We became affiliated with PCPC in 2013.
We became members around 2015.

DM: This is an exciting opportunity for you and for
our church. Any time one of us has a ministry
opportunity, we all have a share in it. How can we help?
TO: Please pray for me and those I will be helping
during this time, as well as my own family. Anyone
who wants to help support the trip can go to https://
www.youcaring.com/handofhope-957502.

DM: We'll definitely pray for you. Please give us a
report when you return. We'll be anxious to hear

what happens.

CC

It is my first mission
trip. | am a little
nervous and excited

)

of the unknown.
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A Class on O'’s Essential Tenets

Our denomination, ECO (A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians), has a document
called the Essential Tenets. This is a three-page statement of our most important beliefs.
According to our policy, “Those who are invited to take significant leadership roles in the
congregation shall ... agree with the Essential Tenets of ECO” [1.0305]. This means not only
pastors, elders, and deacons, but everyone who teaches or exercises leadership must adhere to
the Essential Tenets. Why? Because these core convictions make us who we are.

Do you know what the Essential Tenets are? What they mean? Beginning January 6,
Pastor David will teach a class on the Essential Tenets. The class will last until March 10, but
will not meet on January 27 because of the ECO National Gathering. That’s a 9-week course
on the Essentials.

The class meets from 10:00 to 11:00 on Saturday mornings in Lower Langill. Everyone
is invited! ECO has a passionate, lively faith. Come learn more about and catch the exciting
vision.

You can find the Essential Tenets online at:

http://eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/resources/Essential%20Tenets/new_format_-_
essential.pdf



Coping with the Holidays:
A Grief Workshop
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a sermon series for November 2017
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November 5 /VC%LW% /9
Luke 22:14-23 Luke 17:11-19

Giving Thanks for The Danger of
the Greatest Gift Giving Tﬁanks

Novembenr 12 November 26

Philippians 4:4-7 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
lemg Thanks in All Thanks Giving

Things
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November 2017

CALENDAR

Sun Mon Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat
1 2 | 6:30a Men’s Bible | 3 4
Study
3:45p Missions | 9:30a Women's Bible 002 Communion 10:00a Brief
8:00p Cornerstone Study Prep Workshop
Praise Band 3:00p CBS
3:30p Bells of Praise
1:00p Choir
|5 ] L6 ] 7] | 8] 10:00a Finance | 9 | 6:30a Men's Bible [10] [11]
9:45a Adult Sunday 9:00p Middle School Study
School 6:30p Grief Share 4:30p Middle School Youth Group 9:30a Women's Bible
12:15p Nominating ' Workshop Youth Group 4:00p Middle School Study 1:30p Piano Recital
Committee Meeting 7:00p Small Group 4:00p Deacon Open Gym 4:00p P+H Meeting (Sue Scheitzow)
4:00p Kids Ring! ' Meeting 9:00p Worship Meet 9:00p CBS
6:00p High School YG 8:00p Cornerstone | 9:30p Bells of Praise
Praise Band 1:00p Choir
[12]9:45a Adult Sunday[13] [14] [15] [16] 6:30a Men's Bible [17] l18]
Sehool Q00aNOPS | 4:30p Widdle Schoot | 00 Middle Sehool Sy
12:15p Nominating ) . Open Gym 9:30a Women's Bible
Comittee Meeting | 0P criel Shre Youth Broub oo Wil Schoo Study
. Workshop 3:30p Membership
4:00p Kids Ring! 7:00p Smal Group Meeting Youth Group 3:00p CBS
6:00p High School YG | 8:00p Cornerstone | 9:30p Bells of Praise
Praise Band 1:00p Choir
199:45a Adult Sunday| 20 21 22 23 24 25
School 4:00p Middle School
12:13p Nominating 6:30p Grief Share PP Open Gym .
Committee Meeting Workshop 4'30;10::':: [:::llﬁ:honl 5:00p Middle School 1:30a Turkey Trot
3:00p PC’s Got Talent | 7:00p Small Group Youth Group
4:00p Kids Ring! 8:00p Cornerstone
6:00p High School YG Praise Band
26 27 28 29 301 6:30a Men’s Bible
0452 MdultSunday | 9:00a MOPS 4:00p Middle School |~ Stuly
School 6:30p Grief Share | 4:30p Middle School "'"?" Eym 9:30a Women's Bible
o 9:00p Middle School Study
4:00p Kids Ring! Workshop Youth Group
6:00p High School YG |  7:00p Small Group Vouth Group 500 CBS
8:00p Cornerstone | 9:30p Bells of Praise
Praise Band 1:00p Choir




LEGACY
JNL

The Legacy Fund was established in 2013 as an endowment fund to help ensure that future generations have

the resources they need to glorify God, and to help ensure that those who follow can experience what we have
enjoyed as members of this dynamic church. It is a gift that keeps on giving. The fund is managed by the Finance
Committee and the current guideline is that no more than 5% of the Legacy Fund balance is spent each year. The
money is used for projects with a long term benefit and not for current operations.

Your gift should be above whatever contribution you currently make as part of your regular offerings.
Your gift should be significant and we ask for a minimum gift of $10,000. You can make a single cash
contribution now, or you may also want to include Palm City Presbyterian as a beneficiary in your will or estate
planning. If you have questions on the various giving options, you may want to talk with your financial advisor
to see what is right for you. For more information, or to discuss the Legacy Fund in greater detail, you may
contact Pastor Mauldin or Tom Lytle, the Chairman of the Legacy Fund committee.

If you would like to be contacted to discuss the Legacy Fund, please contact the church office.

Birthdays

11/1 Dean Pansey 11/17 Carla Mooney, Doug O’Quinn
11/2 Gerald Boman, Polly Forestier, Gladys Stevenson 11/18 Adam Day, Eric Loomer
11/3 Teagan Habicht, Barbara Hendrick, 11/19 Clo Craig
Sherrie Swygert, Alexander Wood 11/21 Patricia Rosendahl
11/4 Deborah Allison 11/22 Diane Bates, Cassidy Gutschmidt
11/5 Haley Gutschmidt, James Herman, 11/24 Artie Jo Chapman, Ramzie McNeill,
William Lichtenberger, Jason Wellmaker Mary Ann Timm,
11/6 Barry Allison, Rose, Baldwin 11/25 Elyse Klostreich, Carole Peterson
11/7 Trudy Johnson, Leanna Livings 11/28 Justine Habicht
11/9 Lindy Cardinale, Kate Mullen 11/29 David Bates, Lois Belding

11/10 Susan Holley
11/11 Elaine Gable
11/15 Michael Dewey, Andrew Herman, Nina T

11/30 Bud Johnson

Anniversaries

11/19 Justine & Douglas Habicht
11/23 Gerald & Mary Jo Boman
11/24 Jack and Carol McCarthy
11/25 Carole and Jerry Peterson
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Worship Times

Traditional
8:30 & 11:00 Sanctuary

...and fake that back

Contemporary Yo the Halloween Stoce /
9:30 HFLC

2700 SW Martin Highway
Palm City Florida, 34990

Phone: 772-286-9958
Fax: 772-286-9960
Email: worship@palmcitypres.org

CHRISTIAN BIRKETT

DESIGNERILLUSTRATOR

birkettchristian@gmail.com

‘ 772 233 0188
christianbirkett.com



